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Are coral reefs on their way 
to ecological extinction?

Pandolfi et al. 2003, Science
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Food security: Approximately 50% of animal protein derived from 
marine fisheries and aquaculture Filipino coastal communities

Trend in estimated daily fish catch
per municipal fisher for Olango Island



Policy response to global problems



In response to crisis, ambitious conservation targets are set



Tropics: a place of social 
complexity, instability, and 

moving toward global 
integration







Tropics a place of growing 
poverty 





Annual GDP per capita, current US $
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The South subsidizes the North…



Local social processes that determine 
conservation policy outcome



Title 6-supported classes: 
Society and Oceans and 

Environmental Degradation in the Tropics
• What are the historic and ethical underpinnings of how 

we frame environmental issues and policies?
• What are the societal responses and social processes 

that influence policy?
• How to integrate social and natural science information?

• Term paper: Socio-ecological impact of tropical 
commodity
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